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Battle Rages
Along North
Front in Italy

Gen. Diaz Attempts Three
Times to Storm Moun¬

tain Slopes

Rolled Back by Foe
With Heavy Losses

Austrians Also Repulsed in
Attacks on Delta of

the Piave

»

LONDON, Jan. 16.--Bitter figliting
developed yesterday between tho Brenta
and Tiave rivers, in Northern Italy,
¦where the Italians on Monday won im-
portant successes in their first attack
in several weeks. From the Asiago
Plateau to the heights of Valdobbia-
dene assaults and counter assaults,
bursts of artillery fire and patrol en-

counters were frequent. Both the Romc
and Vienna War Offices claim to-night
the rcpulse of all enemy efforts to win
ground alor.g the mountain front.
On the delta of the Piave the figliting

.was at times extremely violent also,
the Austrians launching fresh counter
littacks against the Italian positions
rast of Capo Sile, but meeting with
failure.

The bloodiest struggle of the day on
the northern front took place on the
Western slopes of Monte Pertica, where
the Cesilla River cuts through the
mountains west of the bastion of Monte
Grappa.

Three Italian Attacks Bepulscd
The previous day the Italians had

cleared important outposts at the head
of the valley and driven northward be¬
tween Monte Asolone and Monte Per¬
tica, both of which,positions are in the
enemy's hands. Yesterday afternoon
Diaz sent his storming troops forward
Mgainst the Monte Pertica intrench-
ments. Three successive times the
Italians charged up the slopes, but each
time were rolled back by the deadly
lire of the defenders* cannon ar.d ma-
chine guns. Vienna reports that the
Italian stiffcrcd heavy losses in these
vain attacKs.
Ihrougnout the fighting in this sec-

tor the Italians clung to their newly
tistablished lines north of Monte Cos-
ton, however, repelling numerous coun¬
ter actioii3 by the enemy and replying
vigorously to the artillery bombard-
ments. There seems little doubt that
the Italians havo materially improved
their position in this region and les-
tscned the danger of an Austrian attack
on Monte Grappa, the stronghold on
which tlie whole line east of the Brenta
hinges.

Asiago Attack Fails
On the Asiago Plateau the Italians

Bttempted one advance movement dur¬
ing the day, to the west of Col del
Rosso, but were driven back without
obtaining an advantage. South of
Monte. Fontana Secca other efforts
brought the Italians no success, ac-

cordmg to the Teuton statements.
Aerial activity continued strong

nlong the greater part of the front.
British aviators led their allies, bring-
jng down thrte hostilo machines. The
Italian fliers accountod for a fourth
.plarie and land batteries for a fifth.

Italians Storm Menacing
Positions of Enemy
On Mt. Asolone Slope

tliy The Assoclated Press]
ITALIAN ARMY HEADQUARTERS

IN NORTHERN ITALY, Tuesday, Jan.
15..The action east of the Brenta
River yesterday, in which the Italians
ir.flicted heavy losses on the enemy and
captured several hundred prisoners aml
a largo amount of war material, began
lato in the afternoon and was carried
out by infantry. It was directed chiefly
Rgainst Monte Asolone, where the
enemy boldly has set up observation
vosts overlooking the San Lorcnzo Val¬
ley and the Venetian plain, leading
down to Bassano.
From these heights the enerny,

backed by his position on Monte Per¬
tica and Caprivale, was a continual
menace, his guns having a long range
elewn the valley atid over the plain.The cannonado began toward noon,
with the Italian batteries being see-
onded ably by French artillery on their
Xight. A heavy fog screened the move¬
ment as the infantry was ordered to
advance. It moved straight up the
Klopo of Monte Asolone through snow,
jnud and slush. Tlie. enemy artillery
Jlro grew more intense as the advance
procceded.
There was no halt until the positions

on Monte Asolone were reached and the
«<ncmy advance posts, where observa-
tions had been conducted, were swept
tvway. Along the whole line the Italians
tjained a foothcld. Under tlie concen-
trated fire of the enemy lines they
they later were withdrawn slightly
pfter laying waste tho enemy works.

Austrian forces attemptod a number
of counter movements without success.
The struggle around Monte Asolone
continucs, but one of the main objects
nlready has been accomplished, that of
illslodging tho enemy from his works.
lo aay nothing of tho prisoners and
}itaterial taken.

About the same time an incursion
into the enemy trenches was made fur¬
ther east. around Monte Solarolo, where
jnore prisoners and material were cap-
tured.
The third bloody fight occurred on

the Lower Piave. where the italians en-
Jtrged their position between tlie Piave
»\nd Sile rivers, and beat back a coun¬
ter attack with heavy loss.
An officer who has just returned from

JVfonte Asolone s^ays that the enemy
there made his ehief resistance with
jnachine guns and did nol have time
to bring any con iderable force of in¬
fantry into action. When the Italians
Jirst reached the crcst they found al!
the onemy soldiers in their wintet
fjuarters in log barracks. A large part
of one battalion, including one majoi
rnd two captains, were capturcd in one

of these buildings.

All Berlin Residents Forced
To Clear Streets of Snow

AMSTERDAM, Ihc. 20 (By Mail).
The first fall tT snow in Berlin brought
into opcration a new regulation com-

)ielling citizens to clear not only the
uidewalk in front of their houses but a

Btipolated section of the roadway as
well. All were summoned to do their
bit, atid in dats and apartment houses
the porters knocked at the door of each
tenant, requiring their assistance.

According to the "Tageblat t." the
feople tool- it all in good huiiior, and
Boon the streets were full of men.
women and children, aUx tihovclluigttith a wiU,

it Wap~12
Italian Bags 2 Fliers

1 2,000 Feet in the Air
(Py The AsjoeliiWd T'rms]

ITALIAN HEADQUARTERS IN
NORTHERN ITALY, Jan. 16.--Two of
the air iights yesterday were particu-
larly moving. Lieutenant St. Caroni,
a noted shot. attacked a German ina-
chine at 12,000 feet He /crippled tho
machinc at tho third shot and put si.\
shot.; in the head of the aviator and
sevon in the head of the pilot. the ma¬
chinc and ita occupants tumbling in a

dtzzying apiral.
l.ater Captain Zobali brought down

another machine, which fell at Fo/.a,
just within the enemy line. Twenty
Italians in the front trench, fiecing the
fal 1 of the machine, sprang across tTie
line, destroyed the airplane and capt-
ured the aviator and pilot, roturning
uninjurcd with their prisoners.

Official Statements
West
BRITISH

LONDON. Jan. 16. (NIGHT) ..Early thia
morning the rnemy raided one of our posts
northwest of St Quentln. Two of our men
are miasing.

FRENCH
PARIS, Jan. 16 (DAY)..With the exeep-

tion of a lively artillery duel in Alsace, be¬
tween Thur and Doller, there was nothing to
report in the coursc of last night. The num-
ber of prisoners tuken by the French when
they raided the German trenches in the re-
gion of Badonvillers yesterday lotalled forty,
includittg one ofticer.
(NIGHT)..There was slight artillery nc-

tivity along the whole front. In the region
east of St. Dio an enemy raid on one of our
small posts completely fajled.
EASTERN THEATRE, Jan. 15..There

were quite spirited artillery actions on hoth
sides at the Cerna bend. Eenemy patrols
were repulsed on the Serbian front.

GERMAN
BERLIN, Jan. 16. Front of Crown Prince

Rupprecht and the German Crown Prince..-
At the south of Lens the artillery activity in-
ereased. There were reconnoitring encoun-
U'rs in isolated sretors. Southeast of Ornes
prisoners were taken.

Front of Grand Duke Albrecht.After ar-
tillery preparation lasting several hours
French detachments attacked north of Badon-
villers and penetrated our front trenches for
a time. In the Upper Vosges our recon¬
noitring troops brought in prisoners.

Italian Front
ITALIAN

ROME, Jan. 36..In the region of Monte
Asolone yesterday morning the figliting ac-
tivity on our lines was lively, owing to strong
concentrations o£ fire and attemptod enemy
counter attacks, which were constantly rc-
pulsed, our lines fortunately having been rec-
tified during the preceding night. In Uie
aftcrnoon the situation bceame normal again.

There were reconnoisaances and lively ar-
tillery activity in the eastern seetor of the
Asiago Plateau and on the upper part of the
salient of Monte Solarolo.
On Monday night, to the east of Capo Sile.

a fresh counter attack was launched against
our positions, but was repulsed. and yeater-
day the artillery activity on both sides was
considerable along tlie whole coastal region.
There was considerable aerial activity

along the entire front. British aviatora
brought down three enemy airplanes and our
aviatora brought down a fourth. Our anti-
aircraft batteries accounted for a flfth.

GERMAN
BERLIN. Jan. 16..(DAY).Between the

Brenta and Piave rivers there were many
lively artillery duels,. especially violent in
the region of Monte Asolone. Tlie Italians
repeated their unsuccessful attacks south of
Monte Fontana Secca, but were repulsed. In
the Piave sector north of Montello the Brit-
ish artillery firing increased.

l.N'IGHTi.On the western slope of Monte
Pertica several attacks delivered by the Ital-
ians yesterday afternoon failed.

AUSTRIAN
VIENNA, Jan. 16..On the Asiago pla¬

teau an enemy advance west of Col del Rosso
«< repulsed. East of the Brenta the Ital¬
ian-; did not continue their fruitless attacks
unti! afternoon. On the western slope of
Monte Pertica the enemy stormed three
times against our line. Each time his as¬
sault broke down under our artillery and
machine-gun fire with heavy losses.

South of Monte Fontana Secca enemy at-
tempts to attack wer« suppressed from the
very start.
On the lower Piave River there were fre-

luent lively artillery duels.
.-*._.~-

Italy Gives lmposing
Greeting to Red Cross

Notables of Nation, Gathered at

Rome, Welcome Colonel
Perkins

ROME, Jan. 15..Members of the It'al-ian government, Senators, Deputies and
representatives of the municipality nnd
political, commercial and artistic asso-
ciations gathered at the capitol to-dav
to welcome Robert P. Perkins, head of
'the permanent Red Cross Commission to
Italy, and to give an imposing denion-
stration in favor of the L'nited States.
Prince Colonna, Mayor of Rome,greeted Colonel Perkins and the other
members of the mission and expresscJ
Italy's appreciation of the great work
of the American Red Cross. Senator
Guglielmo Marconi, recently appointed
head of the Italian mission to America,
said:

"l have lived long in your great and
beautiful country and have learned to
lovc and appreciate the great qualities
of tlie American people, their idealism
and innate lovo of liberty and fair play.
It is time to destroy the fable that
Amerieans are too highly commcreial-
ized to allow themselves to be swayed
by pure ideals.
"We could repay the help given us

in money in kind, but the noble impuls:
which has driven thousands of the best
American men and hundreds of nobk
American women to nbandon lucrativt
positions in answer to tho call of ou;
common humanity, that we cannot '-e.

pay."
Finance Minister Nitti and Thoma?

Nelson RHge, the American Ambassador
also addressed the gnthering.

Deny Marconi Will
Succeed di Cellere

Kome Declares Italian Ambas¬
sador Will Remain in

Washington
[Staff Corrcspondaicc]

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15..Official de-
niat was made here to-day of a reeent
Rome dispatch stating that Guglielmt
Marconi had been appointed Italian
High Commissioner in the l'nited

.States, relieving the Italian Ambassa-
dor in Washington, Count di Cellere, of
the dutics of commissioner.

It was in anticipation of the creatior
of an inter-AUied economic council
which was to sit in Europe, that tht
rtalian government combined the ot-
fiees of ambassador and high commis¬
sioner to the l'nited States, and since
the actual formation of the council tht
British government has followed Italy's
example, as Lord Reading will also ein-
brace hoth offtces when he comes to
America, to succeed both Ambassador
Spring-Rice and Lord Northcliffe.
The establishment of tho economic

council has caused the Allies' high oom-
missioners in the l'nited States to lose
much ot their character as superior of-
ficers on account of the fact that they
now ure nierely the arents of the coun
cil, which makes decisions nnd does
practicaily all the purcly executivi
work herctoforc douc by the commis-

1 sionera._

65tli Day
Rights of Pope at

Peace Table Urged
Father McMahon CalU on

Nations to Uphold the
Claims of Rome

The Rev, Joscph 11. McMahon, in th*
third of his series of addrcssos before
the Catholic Library Association nt
Delmonico's yesterday afternoon, choso
as his subject "The Papacy as a
Pcaceniaker."
"One of the most significant proofs,"

said Father McMahon, "of thc present
power of the Papacy is the fact that
since the war began many nations
which had no diplomatic rclatlons with
tho lloly See have cngerly sought to
establish thert."
As proof of the power to accompllsh

things possessed by the Pope, Father
McMahon pointed out that, through his
personal etforts he succeeded in ma¬

terially allcviating the lot of prisoners
of war, brought about an exchnnge of

'prisoners whenever their wounds were
such as to prevent their further par-
ticipation in the war, caused to be es¬
tablished a clearing house whercby reln-
tivas might lenrn the fate of relatives
captured, obtained a promiso from
Germany to stop deportntions nnd was
the first ruler to raise his voice in a

plea for peace. All this, Father Mc-
Mahon dcclared, evidenced the place
the Pope must take when the final
peace c.or.ferences are held.
He called on the United States and

all the struggling powers to stand forth
as champions of the rights of the Pope
to participatc in the peace moves.
-f-

Britain and Lenine
Deal Through

Unofiicial Agent
LONDON, Jan. 16.-- Arthur J. Bal-

four, Foreign Secretary, replying to a

question in the House of Comnions to-
day, said that while Great Britain had
not recognized the present, administra¬
tion in Kussia us being the govern¬
ment of the Russian people business
was being carried on through an agent
ncting under the dircction of the em-

bassy at Pctrograd.
Mr. Balfour added that the govern¬

ment was about to establish similar un¬
ofiicial relations with Maxim Litvinolf,
the Bolshevik Ambassador at London.

Lenine Tells Policy
In Turkish Armenia

PETROGRAP, Jan. 16..An oflicial
decreo issued to the people of Turkish
Armenia and signed by Nikolai Lenine
says that the government of peasants
nnd workmen of Russia supports the
right of Armenians in Russia and Tur-
key to the exlent of their complete in-
dependence nnd the right to decide
their own destiny.
The decreo enumerates the guaran-

tees necessary for this programme.
r.amely, the immediate withdrawal of
troops from the limits of Turkish Ar¬
menia, the organization of a militia by
the Armeniau people for police pur-
poses, the repatriation without l-.in-
drance of Armenian emigrants scat-
tered throughout different countries as
well as repatriation within Turkish Ar¬
menia of Armenians taken by force dur¬
ing the war by the Turkish authorities
and the organization of a central gov¬
ernment of the people of Turkish Ar-
menia in the form of a democratic
councii of deputies of Armenian people.
The decree also says that the coun¬

cii of the people's commissioneifs at the
peace pourparlers with thc Turks in-
sisted on this and that the commission
on Caucasus affairs has been appointed
to assist the inhabitants of Turkish Ar¬
menia.

Bolsheviki Say Teutons
Distort Peace Facts

LONDON, Jan. 16..Thc Bolshevik1
government has announced oflicially.
according to a Reuter dispatch from
Petrograd, that the reports regarding
tlie progress of the peace pourparlers
sent out by the Wolff Bureau, the Ger¬
man semi-official agency, alter the real
sense of the negotiations. Foregn Sec¬
retary von Kuehlmann, the dispatch
adds, has declared to the Russian dele¬
gates that the German government re-
serves tlie right to intercept all com-
munications which might excite the
popular masses in Germany.

Jewish Russian Soldiers
Move to Stop Pogroms

'Cable to the "Jewish Datly Fonvard")
PETROGRAD, Jan. 16..There have

been massacres of Jews at Krebenetz,
with many victims. The Jewish Rus¬
sian soldiers have decided to take stcps

,! to stop massacres and have called a

general congress of all Jewish Russian
soldiers to meet at Petrograd during
January

Besidea diseussing this question of
pogroms another question will be c'.is-
cussed.that of organizing special Jcw-
ish regiments.
Bread is beginning to arrive in Pe-

'. trograd, but communication, such as
telephones and street cars, i.s crippled.A decree is being prepared to abolish
the rights of inheritance, also to separ-

., atc Church from State, and for the gov-
ernment to take away the proucrtv of
the Church.

Labor to Ask Commons
To Congratulate Russians
LONDON, Jan. 16. The Labor partyto-day gave notice of its intention to

moye in the House of Commons a reso-
.ilution congratulat ing the Russians on

the formation of the Constituent As-
sembly. The resolution will say:"This House sends eongrat ul'ations
to tho Russian people on the openingof the first Constituent Assemblv
elccted by a wide democratic franchise
and trusts that the establishment of
the constitution of new Russia will
result in the cessation of civil strife
and the liberation of all forces makingfor national and international recon-
St ruct lon."

French Capture 40
In Raid on Trenches

Sally North of Badonvillers
Preceded by Artillery

Preparation
LONDON, Jan. 16.- In a daring raid

north of Badonvillers, in thc Yosges,yesterday, French detachments pene-trated the German trenches on a con-
sidcrable front, held them for sonu
time, and then withdrew with fort\
prisoners, according to the I'arls and
Berlin communiques to-night. The
raid, similar in nature to those which
Petain's troops huve been conductingalong tlu- whole front west of Verdun,
was preceded by artillery prepartionlasting several hours, the German
statement says. This was thc only un¬
usual feature of the action, as' cus-
toraarily little artillery work is donebefore a irench raid.

lu the region of St. Die and in the
1 pper \ osges patrol encounters oc-
curred during tlu- day. Kiscwher. the
fighting was conlined to heavy artilleryduels. No actions were reported on1 thu British, Xrout b> otthtpr aido.

TlFFANY&CO.
Jewelry, Silverware.Clocks
Watciies. China. Stationery

Germans Won't KilL
Aviators as Spies

Report About Fliers Who Dis-
tribute Wilson's Speech

Is Denied
AMSTKRDAM, Jan. 1G. The Wolff

Bureau, tho German semi-official
agency, denied a report that Entente
aviators caught distributing President
Wilson's message in Germany from the
air would be. shot as spies It says:
"The fact that the message obtained

the widest publicity in all German
newspapers suflices to brand the story
as a ridiculous invention."

"HellorJoeY,7Shout8
Prisoner to American

Former Bostonian Tells Offi-
cer How He Played 'Pos-
sum To Be Captured

tly The AsaocUted I'rcss]
WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY IN

France, Tuesday, Jan. 15. An Amer¬
ican army officer, walking along one of
the roads to-day, came upon a party of
grecn-coated German prisoners clean-
ing out. ditches so that the water would
flow freely. He had passed halfway
through the group when one of the
Germans stopped his work suddenly
and called out:

"llello, Joe! What are you doing
over here?"
The officer walkcd up to the man and

found he was a youth he had known in
Boston before the war.

"Joe," the German went on, "this is
funny, isn't it? The last time I saw
you was in Beacon Street. I went back
to Germany to visit an aunt just be¬
fore the war began. Unluckily I had
not been naturalized in the l'nited
States and they grabbed me and put
me in the army. They also got four
friends of mine.
"We tixod it up so we are all now

prisoners. At the battle of the Marne
my friends and I simply played dead
until the French came up. Then we
surrendered and have been prisoners:
ever since."
When asked what he thought of the

United States being in the war, the
youth is said to have cautiously winked
in the direction of his German com-,
rades and resumed his digging where
he had left it off.

Y. M. C.A. Man Praises
Morale of U. S. Troops
Nothing Wrong With Treat¬
ment or Equipment, Says
Worker Back From Front
AN ATLANTIC PORT, Jan. 16.."If

any one in this country has got the no-j
tion that there is anything wrong with
the morale, the treatment or the equip-
ment of the American troops m France
it would be well for him to dismiss the
thought quickly.for there is no grotind
for such idle entertainment."
Thus was the situation of the

American sol liers in France summed
up by Clifford Walker, of the V. M. C.
A., who arrived here to-night on a
French liner fn m France.

"All talk to the contrary," hc con-
tinueel, "is tho biggest ?.ort of rot. i
have been in the American first line
trenchos from November 1 to Novem¬
ber 19 and 1 know how the men are
and how they are being treated. Theyhave plenty of clothing, plenty o'f
blankets and plenty to tat.
"Where I was, the American trenches

were only 500 yards from the Germans.
They ar:' all on their toes and eagerto attack the Germans. The Frenchknow this better than any one else;admire it and are wondering how longsuch enthusiasm can possibly last with-'
cut an outburst."

Bad Weather Delays j
Pershing's Supplies

Many Motor Trucks Ditched
on Wet, Icy, High-

ways
[Ry The AsaocUted Press J

WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY IN
FRANCE, Tuesday, Jan. 15. Icy roads
turned into riverheds for torrential
Rtreams flowing from the melting
snows on the hills, together with a
downpour of finc rain, combined to-day
to make conditions the worst the
American army has cxperienccd since
coming to France.
Through the zone of the army it was

not infrequent to lind the roads atplaces lined on cithcr side with motortrucks which had been ditched. Mule-drawn vehicles also were mired in
many cases. In one stretch of road amile long there were fourteen vehiclesditched to-night, with the soldiersworkinij hard to release them Themule-drawn transport trains indeedsuffered the most from tho conditionsthe animals slipping on the icy road-beds aiul being unable to arise afterfalling until branches and twigs cutfrom treeswere put under their feet.

American Dies of Wounds
Ivan Nock, of Baltimore, Was

in French Foreign Legion
PARIS, Jan. 16. Ivan Nock. a voune

engineer, of Baltimore, one of the few.Amerieans remaining in the FrenchForeign Legion, is said by a newspapcr
, here to have dicd of tho wound receivedlast week i.i the attack made hy theForeign Legion in the neighborhood ofI lirey.

Alien 3lount, of st. Louis, anotherAmerican member of the legion hasobtained a transfer to the American
army.

Grenadier Ivan Nock was woundedseveral times, winning the French War< ross and two citations. A Paris dis-patch on Sunday «aid that in the Flireyattack he had been wounded.
Alien Blount joined the Foreign Le¬

gion last April, nnd was proposed forthe War Cross with Palm for takiivthirty prisoners >single-handcd on the1 J ordun ItouU ,

Italy's War Aims
To Be Restated
By Baron Sonnino

Not Opposed to Erection of
Greater Serbia by Union

With Jugo-SIavs

[Staff CorrespondenceJ
WASHINGTON, Jan. 16..Offlcial ad¬

vices rcceived here to-day state that
Baron Sonnino, ltalian Foreign Min¬
ister, soon will address the ltalian
Parliament on It.aly's war aims. Ho
will go much further, it was indicatcd,
than he did on October 26 last, when
hc defined Haly's aspirations.
Contrary to a popular impression, it

was learned to-day that Italy is not
opposed to the t-rection of a greater
Serbia through the union of the Jugo-
slavs (Southern Slavs) of Austria-
llungary with Serbia and Montenegro,
although Italy will insist in any event
upon certain measures respecting thc
eastcru shore of the Adriatic as

neces«ary for Italinn S'afety.
Italy is now carrying on conversa-

tions with Serbia on the ubject, thc
two countries seeking to come to an

understanding that will be of mutual
benelit.
The ltalian press, dispatches state,

is not completely asssured of the ex-
tr-nt to which President Wilson in his
war aims address to Congress indorsed
the ltalian claims.

Italy requires the inclusion within
ltalian sovereignty of the Austrian
tcrritorios inhabited by Italians; she
opposes the cession of Trieste to
Serbia, and demands certain arrange-
ments in regard to the Dalmatian
coast. .She holds that Serbia must
have access to the sea, and both Italy
and Serbia appear to be agreed that
Greece has no legitimate claim to
lower Albania, which the Grocks call
upper Epirus and which would make
Greece an Adriatic power.
The Albanian question, temporarily

solverl by the institution of an ltalian
protectorate, will finally be solved by
the Allied powers, and the absence ot
a deiinite and immediate determina-
tion of thc problem is alleged to be
one of the causes which have had the
effect of delaying the actual entrance
of Greece into the war.
Another serious cause, it was stated

by a diplomat to-day, is the fact that,
despite extreme measures which have
been taken, the Vonzolos government
has thus far failed to establish that
degree of control over tl,e people
which is necessary before the nation
may haznrd war. The Constantine
partisans wero said to be still strong
and troublesome.

20 Billions Demanded
Of Italy by Germany

Wolf Leads Campaign to
Force Rome to Make a

Separate Peace
The \>ir Yorl: Tribune
h'oreiirn Press Bureau

A campaign is evidently being con¬

ducted in Berlin, says "The Morning
Post," of London. with the object of
browbeating Italy into following the
example of Russia in seeking a sepa¬
rate peace. The campaign is led by
Julius Wolf, the political economist,
who says in the Berlin "Tag" that the
success of the campaign in Italy has
revived German hopes of a war indem-
nity. Gennany's present demand, he
says, is $20,000,000,000, but it increases
daily, as it represents Germany's eco-
nomic losses in the war in the strict-
est sense of the words.
Tho ltalian success, he says. has

placed as a pledge in Gennany's hands
fertile territory larger than the King-
doni of Saxony or Alsace-Lorraine.
Italy, he remarks, is far from being the
richest of Germany's enemies, but "our
foot is not on London or Birmingham,
Calcutta, or San Francisco, Boston or
Marseilles, and never will be."
The country between the Isonzo andthe Piave, however, he adds, is in Ger¬

man hands, and he is sure he is not
exaggerating when he says that "no
power on earth is able to drive us out
ol that position."

In view of the iminense costs of thc
war to the German nation, Wolf an-
nounces that Germany with her allieswill require from Italy the reimburse-ment of at least some of it. and Ger-
niany intends to keep her foot on ltal¬
ian soil until the tribute is fully paid.Germany, it. appears, does not de«ireto annex ltalian territory, and is evenready to forego the tribute if Italy willconclude a separate peace soon. and\\olf lntorms the Italians that, if thevdo not make a separate peace they willhave to work for half 9 century to pavoff the tribute Germany will demandol them.

Similar ternis are to he offered torrancc, and, the German , rofessorwrites: "Italy and France will no doubt
comte. °V,1 of the war impoverished andnohtically degraded. Both countrieshowever, will still have land and peopleenough to produce what we demandtrom them in accordancc with humanand divine law."

Bill Makes Circulation
Of False Reports a Felony

WASHINGTON, Jan. 16. Ab.ll.n.ak-
ing it a felony to circulate false re-
ports with the intention of interferingwith the operation or success of Amer¬ican military or naval forces or ob-struct the sale of I.iberty bonds orsecurities, was introdueed to-day bvSenator Culberson and referred to thoJudiciary Committee.

Tiie bill proposcs a fine of $10 000with impnaonment for not more than

Rumaniaand
Bolsheviki
Near Break

24-Hour Limit Set in Pet-
rograd's Ultimatum

Passed

Diplomats Force
Release of Envoy

Lenine Yields to Demands;
Receives Promise of Aid

From Francis

LONDON, Jan. 16. A break between
Russia and Rumania is threatened at
any moment, judging from the latest
Petrograd dispatches received here.
The Council of National Commis-
sioners sent on Monday an ultimatum
to Rumania demanding the release of
Bolshevik representatives arrested
there, the punishmen,t of officials who
ordered the disarming of Russian
troops and guarantees for the future.
The ultimatum concluded:

"Failuro to reply within twenty-four
hours to our demand will be regarded
as equivalent to a rupture of relations,
and we will take the most energetic
military measures."
The period set was passed yesterday

afternoon, and so far there are no in-
dications that Rumania has replied to
the ultimatum or that the Bolsheviki
government has taken any steps to

carry out its thrcat.
Rumanian Envoy Rcleased

On demand of the diplomatic corps
in Petrograd, headed by the American
Ambassador, the government yesterday
afternoon released Constantine Dia-
mandi, the Rumanian Minister, who
was arrested with his staff on Sunday.
Hefore this action was taken, however,
Premier Lenine received assurances

from Ambassador Francis that he
would "send in his own name to the
Rumanian government a declaration
portesting against the acts of repres-
sion in Rumania against Russian sol¬
diers," according to official announce-
ment.

With the. release of M. Diamandi
the incidont was regarded as closed by
the diplomats. The question of Ru-
mania's detention of Bolshevik repre¬
sentatives remains unsettled, how¬
ever. The Russians were arrested on

Monday, reports say, charged with
striving to cause disaffection in tho
Rumanian army by preaching inter-
nationalism, M. Diamandi and his
staff were accused of counter-revolu-
tionary plots in connection with the
disarming of Bolshevik rogiments.

Diplomats' Demand
Soon after the arrest of M. Diamandi.

the diplomats in Petrograd presented
to Premier Lenine the following de
mand:
"The undersigned diplomatic mis-

sions of all the nations represented
in Russia, as follows: The L'nited
States, Japan, France, Sweden, Norway,
Switzcrland, Denmark, Siam, China,
Serbia, Portugal, Argentina, Greece,
Brazil, Porsia, Spain, the Netherlands,
Italy, and Great Britain, profoundly
indignant because of the arrest of M.
Diamandi, the Rumanian Minister. and
affirming the unanimity of ^lieir senti-
ment on the subject of the violation
of diplomatic immunity respected
throughout the ages by all govern-
ments, demand the immediate release
of M. Diamandi and the other mem¬
bers of his legation."

Premier Admits \ iolation
The eonference lasted forty minutes

and was carried on behind closed doors.
The Premier, who addressed the diplo¬
mats in French. is said to have ad-
mitted that the imprisonment of M.
Diamandi was a breach ofinternational
law, but declared that it was designed
as a protest against a similar breach
on the part of Rumania in arrestingand disarming Bolshevik representa¬
tives and troops. He told the diplo¬
mats that he himself could not order
the release of the Rumanian Minister,but would lay the matter before the
Council of People's Commissaries.
The council was immediatetly called

into session and decided upon the re-lease of M. Diamandi. Premier Leninethen gave the order by telephone tothe commandant of the fortress of SS.Peter and Paul, which resulted in the
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jpioase of the prisoners.
The following statement was issued

concerning this decision:
"M. Lenine and the People's Com-;

missaries only consented to the re-

lcase of M. Diamandi when the Ameri-
can Ambassador proposed to send in
his own name to the Rumanian gov¬
ernment a -declaration protesting
against the acts of repression in Ru-
niania against Russian soldiers. After
this proposal had been accepted an

order was issued for the release of M
Diamandi."
Before the Rumanian Minister was

freed, however, a futile effort was

made at the prison to force him to
sign a document pledging his efforts
to procure the release of the Bolshevik
regimeut, which was surrounded and
disarmed by Rumanian troops, and the
return of the regiment's arms. M.
Diamandi refused the demand, declar-
ing he would do nothing while a

prisoner. He asked for his immediate
release and an apology.

Incident Probably Closed
Some of thc members of the diplo-

matic corps are inclined to believe the
attempt to force M. Diamandi to sign
the document was unknown to M.
Lenine. The Premier's frank explana-
tion, together with the rcalization that
withdrawal of the diplomatic repre-
sentatives from Russia would serve

merely to clear the path for German
influence, incline the Entente repre-
sentatives to regard the incident as
closed.
The ambassadors shook hands with

M. Lenine, who said the arrest of M.
Diamandi had been ordered to prevent
bloodshed and possible war between
the Bolsheviki and Rumania. The am-
bassadors replied that the arrest had
brought about a much more serious
situation. and that the best way for
the Bolshevik government to win re-

spect outside of Russia was to release
the Rumanian representative and ob-
serve diplomatic courtesy.

Plot to Kill Lenine
Fails in Petrograd;
4 BuIIets Miss Him

Mernber of Party in Auto
Hit; Shot Passes Within
Few Inches of Premier

[By Tha A.wocitt*'! 1 rtss]
PETROGRAD, Jan 14 Delayed).-

An automobile carrymg Xikolai Le¬
nine, the Bolshevik Premier, it is re¬

ported, was fired upon to-night when
he was driving to a meeting of the
Councii of People's Commissaries. Four
shot3 were fired. Premier Lenine was
not hurt.
Thc bullets shattered the windows

of the automobile. A member of the
party with the Premier was wounded
slightly in the hand.
The attempt on the life of Premier

Lenine -vas made just outside the hi\\
in which he had been addressing 8,000
of the Red Guard who were going to
the front. As his automobile swung
through the crowd four she-ts fiashed
in the darkness. One of the bullets
missed its mark by only a few inches
and another lodged in the hand of a

Swedish Scciaiuit who was in the auto¬
mobile.

Scores of arrests were made.
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